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A “Virtual Walk” Down Pitt Street in 1858: Uncovering the
Hidden Women Workers of Colonial Sydney

Catherine Bishop

The study of mid-nineteenth-century, colonial women within the context of
Australian labour history would have seemed something of an anomaly a few
decades ago. Women were apparently valued during this period for their
reproductive rather than productive qualities, as Katrina Alford pointed out.!
Their contributions to the economy were as domestic servants (if working class
and single) or as ‘colonial helpmeets’, assisting their husbands, fathers and
brothers, who were the real pioneers, businessmen and entrepreneurs.

Since then there has been a growing feminist historiography recognising
women’s economic contribution. Initially this focussed on promoting the
importance of women’s domestic work as well as on detailing the political, legal
and social limitations upon women'’s behaviour. The Victorian ideology of
domesticity, with the gendered separation of public and private spheres, has
been emphasised. More recently, studies have uncovered female teachers,
publicans, farm workers and postmistresses, and there has been increasing
recognition that women were also active in small business.2 The separation of
public and private spheres has been questioned in Australia, as elsewhere, witha
growing understanding that, as Maria Nugent noted, ‘mapping the heritage of
women’s employment requires a reconceptualisation of the “home’ as
workplace.”3 Grace Karskens’ innovative and groundbreaking combining of
archeology, traditional archives and family history demonstrated that working-
class women were active economic agents in the Rocks area of Sydney, while
Shirley Fitzgerald's research into nineteenth-century Sydney pointed to this
being a more widespread phenomenon.+ Nevertheless, their work, like most, has
focussed either on the early period in New South Wales and the experiences of
convict women, or, conversely after 1870 when factory and office work opened
up for women, when educational opportunities expanded and when, in the
1890s, Australasian women were the first in the world to obtain the vote.5 The
years between 1830 and 1870, the focus of my research, have been less well
studied.®

In spite of the presence of academic work acknowledging the presence of
women in the colonial economy, the popular image of nineteenth-century
women in Australia is still that of a rural, housebound wife, albeit a useful one.
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Yet, by the middle of the nineteenth century the majority of the female
population of New South Wales was urban.” Furthermore, an analysis of census
figures for Sydney for 1861, for example, reveals that, of the 40 per cent of the
adult female population who actually declared an occupation to census-takers,
only half of these were domestic servants, leaving 20 per cent of the adult female
population with alternative occupations.8 They were employees or small
businesswomen, working alongside family members or independently, usually
from necessity and within a distinct range of occupations. They were also
property owners and heads of households. Although these women have become
almost invisible in the historical record and although contemporary diaries and
letters generally fail to mention them, they were nevertheless present and visible
to their fellow settlers.®

This paper takes a ‘virtual walk’ along seven blocks of Pitt Street in Sydney in
1858 to uncover how many women were present as property owners,
independent householders, employers and employees, and to highlight the
activities in which they were engaged. Pitt Street was and still is a main street in
Sydney. 1858 is a year in the middle of the time period under consideration, well
served by sources.!® This micro-study adds to the growing body of scholarship
recognising the importance of women’s work in nineteenth-century colonial
cities, putting names and faces to some of the hundreds of women gestured to by
past studies.11 This is possible because of new on-line, searchable databases,
especially the digitalisation of Australian newspapers.12 The extent and longevity
of female involvement in business can now be identified in greater detail and
individual lives can be traced more easily.??

A glance at the trade directories for 1857 and 1859 produces thirty-four
women listed in Pitt Street between Hunter and George Streets in 1857 and only
twenty-three in 1859. There are 341 men in 1857 and 299 men in 1859. Thirty
female householders appear in the 1858 rates assessment book alongside 370
men.14 None of these figures would inspire confidence when looking for a female
presence in Pitt Street. However, closer investigation as we peer in the windows
of the shops and houses reveals a street full of busy, productive women,
providing a snapshot of the variety of their experiences. Although concentrated
in a small range of types of employment, there are widows, wives and spinsters,
some working alone, some with husbands and others in partnerships with other
women. Some women have reinvented themselves upon emigration or after
being widowed out of necessity, while others had experience running businesses
in England. The significance of family support is evident as is the way in which
families became interconnected through business.?>

This study also shows the ways in which women’s lives are obscured in the
sources. Investigations into each woman with a connection to a Pitt Street
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property in 1858 involved tracing each name through a plethora of sources,16
Some women's lives have been relatively easy to uncover, back into the past,
through marriages, emigration and life in England, and forward into the future,
to childbirth, widowhood, remarriage and death, while others remain elusive,
Sometimes it has been impossible to give them Christian names, or to positively
identify them from among others with the same name.

We start our walk on the corner of Hunter and Pitt Streets outside the Union
Bank and follow Pitt Street south to where it meets George Street.

Block One: Hunter Street to King Street!?

HUNTER ST - HUNTERST
Harrict Beal/ Elizabeth Tierney PUB 137 106 UNION BANK
139 110 Rosetta Terry owns
141 112 Rosetta Terry owns ;
(Drynan sisters milliners) 143 1off Rosetta Terry owns/ Ellen Codlin
145 2off Rosetta Terry owns/ Elizabeth Knight poulterer
147 3off Rosetta Terry owns/ Mrs Morris washerwoman
149 4off Rosetta Tefry owns - .
151 114 Rosetta Terry owns
153 116 Rosetta Terry owns
155 118 Rosetta Terry owns/ Mary Ann Mop
Eliza Hudson music shop 157 loff
Rosctta Terry owns PUB 159 2off Ann Makins fruit shop
Rosetta Terry owns PUB 161 120 (unoccupied)
Rosectta Terry owns/ Rosetta Terry 163 122 (unoccupied)
165 124 (unoccupied)
167 126 (unoccupied)
169 128
Rosetta Terry owns 171 130 Rosetta Terry owns

Rosetta Terry owns/ Mary Piper 173 132 Rosetta Terry owns
staymaker
loff 134 Rosetta Terry owns
2off 136 Rosetta Terry owns
MORT PASSAGE 138 Rosetta Terry owns
175 140
177 142 ) PUB
179 144 ) PUB
(4 tenants) 181 146
183 148
Rosetta Terry owns 185 150
Rosctta Terry owns 187 132 Rosetta Terry owns
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________ Rosetta Terry owns 189 154 )

Rosetta Terry owns 191 156 )

Rosetta Terry owns 1 158 Madame de Lolle milliner
- off :

Rosetta Terry owns 2 160
- off
Madame (Jane?) La Roche milliner 193 BROUGHAM ST
(unoccupled) 195 162 ) Rosetta Terry owns/ Susan Glue reglstry office
197 164 ) Rosetta Terry owns/ Susan Glue registry office
(unoccupled) 199 166 Rosetta Terry owns

201 168 Rosetta Terry owns/ Marianne Pawsey/
‘Charlotte Wilson

Matllda Cox fruit shop 203 170 Rosetta Terry owns

(Ann Bradly) / Ann Matilda Stitt 205 172 Rosetta Terry owns
baby linen

207 174 Rosetta Terry owns

209 176 Rosetta Tei';'y owns

211 178 Rosetta Terry owns

213

PUB 215

217

219

221

PUB 223
KING ST KING ST

As you turn out of Hunter Street and head past the Union Bank towards King
Street you wave to Elizabeth Tierney, wife of the licensee of the Currency Lass
Hotel.18 Local residents, Elizabeth Codlin and Mary Ann Mop are buying fruit
from neighbour, Mrs Ann Makins.!® Poulterer Elizabeth Knight has moved since
her remarriage late last year, as has washerwoman, Mrs Morris.?0 You glance at
the blank windows of what was Madame de Lolle’s millinery business, ‘Maison
Francaise.” She is now in George St since the very public split between her and
French teacher, Emile de Lolle, who advertised firmly that he was not
responsible for debts of the person ‘calling herself Madame de Lolle which name
she is not entitled to bear.’2! Like de Lolle, John and Ann Stitt have moved their
baby-linen warehouse to George Street, after taking over from Frederick and
Ann Bradly.22 Such relocations are common, especially among the smaller
businesses. Matilda Cox, a new arrival in Pitt Street, selling the ‘finest and best
fruit’ in Sydney,? will move to George Street in 1859,2* while milliner, Madame
Laroche, who has only just arrived in Pitt Street, will lose everything in a fire in
1859. After assistance from public subscriptions she will also resume business in
George Street for at least another eight years.?> Mary Piper, staymaker, who has
exhibited at the Royal Exhibition, is even more mobile, moving six times in as
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many years.26 Piper and Laroche share a landlady in Pitt Street. Rosetta Terry,
widow of wealthy Samuel Terry, but successful in her own right, owns nearly
half of this block. Terry herself lives on the west side of the street, next to Eliza
Hudson’s music shop. This longstanding business was in George Hudson’s name
even after his death in 1854 but Eliza has always had a main role, her name

- rather than his being on a partnership agreement in 1850.27

On the other side of Brougham Place, Susan and John Glue are busy at their
labour registry and coffee house. Glue has been in charge of the female servants’
registry since her marriage in 1854 and will be until 1862. After the birth of her
fourth child she will open a boarding house in Ashfield while her husband
supervises the Pitt Street shop, now a grocery store.?® Recently the Glues have
gained competition. Marianne Pawsey has moved her Servants’ Registry Office
almost next door. Pawsey has been sole proprietor since her husband’s death in
1855. She will be in Pitt Street until 1872 when the business will pass to Charlotte
Wilson, who runs Robinson’s Ladies Baths at the Domain.29

Block Two: King Street to Market Street

KING ST KING ST
Emma Palmer PUB 225 180 Harriet Rubsamen PUB/ Rosetta
Terry owns
" DRAPER 227 185 Mr Charlos White et~
shop/Rosetta Terry owns

229 184

(unoccupied) 233 188
DRAPER 235 190 Mrs Roberts owns
237 192a Mrs Roberts owns

1off 192b Mrs Roberts owns / (Miss Bohen
confectioners shop)

DRAPER( 239 194 DRAPER
DRAPER( 241 196
PUB 243 198 Jane Jones restaurant

Theodosia Guerin Royal Victoria Theatre 245 200 (Margaret Foans/ (Ellen Farrell
barmaid)) PUB

247 202

... 249204 )DRAPER

DRAPER 251 206 )DRAPER

(unoccupied) 253 208 DRAPER
HATTER 255 210 |

257 212 DRAPER

259 214 DRAPER

Mary Webb milliner 261 216 )DRAPER
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 (Bmily Way) DRAPER 263 218 )DRAPER
Mary Tuting DRAPER( 265 220 DRAPER

Mary Tuting DRAPER( 267 222 Margaret Doak, Rebecca Kerr
(Minnie Beattie) milliners

Caroline Farmer DRAPER 269 224
- o
DRAPER 273 228
DRAPER 275 230 |
Miss Plowright owns/ Ann Wakely (Bridgetf 277 232 ;Mary Ann Robson milliner
Torpy, Bridggt Kennedy) PUB( ' :
Miss PloWright owns/ Ann Wakely (Bridget 279 234
Torpy, Bridget Kennedy) PUB( '

26
238 DRAPER
MARKETST ~ MARKETST

There are only three female property owners with six properties between
then in this most fashionable block in Pitt Street. Nevertheless, there is a strong
female presence. You might stop for a drink in the Liverpool Arms, where Emma
Palmer is interviewing prospective barmaids,? or at Harriet Rubsamen’s hotel,
the Elephant and Castle.3 Instead you buy an apple from Mrs White’s fruit shop.
Listed as Charles White’s business in directories, Mrs White is also busy,
especially since White opened his Oyster Saloon in King Street.3? Jane Horne
runs the Prince Albert Restaurant. Widowed last year with five children, she was
sole proprietor until her marriage to Robert Horne, whose name appears in
subsequent directories. Nevertheless the restaurant is popularly known as
‘Mother Horne’s.” 33 Next door is a confectionery shop, owned by Timothie
Cheval, whose manager, Miss Bohen, successfully sued for outstanding wages in
1856.34

Further down lives infamous Caroline Pope. Not listed in any trade directory,
her age-old profession is well-known. She was recently convicted of assaulting a
neighbour, Julia Stevens, with a decanter.% In a few months she will marry
Richard Cochrane, aka ‘Dick the Cabman’, but they will separate by 1861,
Caroline remaining in the Oyster Saloon they have opened and Dick resuming
his old trade and colourful activities.3

Over the street, several actresses are performing at the Royal Victoria
Theatre.3” One local favourite is Theodosia Guerin, whose life epitomises that of
theatrical women, full of transnational mobility and on the edge of respectability,
with several possibly simultaneous marriages to her credit.? She has been
appearing on Australian stages since the 1840s and will do so well into the 1870s.
Nevertheless, after her death in 1904 she will be celebrated primarily for her
reproductive qualities, as the mother of the much more famous Nellie Stewart.
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Eighteen of the businesses in this block are drapery stores, mainly owned by
men, but all reliant on female labour.%? You see many young apprentice milliners
and dressmakers, the more experienced ‘first hands” and the girls who serve
behind the counters. Not all of the businesses are male, in spite of their names.
Mary Ann Robson, the real milliner behind William Robson’s millinery business,
is continuing the work she has done since her emigration as a single woman in
1840.41 ‘Doak and Kerr’ are in fact widow, Margaret Doak and her sister, Rebecca
Kerr, who have been in business in Sydney since 1840. Previously, Doak had her
own shop, alongside her husband’s carpentry workshop, in Londonderry in the
1830s.42 Kerr will officially retire in the 1860s and Doak will be joined by her
married daughter, Minnie Beattie, in the 1870s.43 Doak and Kerr will die, within
months of each other, in their eighties, still on the business premises, indicating
the true longevity of their working lives.#* Across the street is “Webb and Co’,
actually Mary Webb, milliner, who recently moved from King Street. “Late of
Oxford Street, London’, she will still be in Pitt Street at her death in 1867”45 It has
been impossible to identify Mary Webb from among the several Mrs Webbs and
Mary Webbs in Sydney, many of whom were dressmakers. This caused Mary
Webb herself to advertise in February 1857;

Mrs Webb, London and Straw Hat manufactory, 41 King Street, begs to inform the
public she has no connection with Mrs Webb, late of Castlereagh and Pitt Streets. 4

After Webb's death in 1867, her store will be absorbed into the neighbouring
business of Emily Way, wife of Ebenezer. Beginning in 1865, her business will
last until the 1950s as E. Way and Co., although at the firm’s jubilee in 1914,
Ebenezer Way and the firm’s “first manager, Mr B Boston...brother-in-law of the
founder” will be celebrated, with no mention of Emily Way’s contribution.#
Similarly, nearby ‘Farmer, William and Giles’ began life as Caroline Farmer’s
millinery business. Her pivotal role will be glossed over in the 1940 centenary
celebrations, which note merely that she ‘helped behind the counter.’48 Next-
door is the drapery shop run by George Tuting, whose second marriage to
Caroline Farmer's sister-in-law, Mary Farmer, precipitated his emigration.
Capable Mary Tuting supervises the female staff, while caring for numbers of
stepchildren.4?

You have reached the end of the block and the Bull and Mouth, owned by Miss
Plowright and run by Joseph Wakely. His wife, Ann, is the widow of another
publican and her mother has a hotel in Balmain. Joseph Wakely is still paying ten
shillings a week to Bridget Torpy, their ex-servant, as child support for her
illegitimate son after an incident when his wife was away for the weekend.
Torpy’s predicament was not unusual. The birth of her son limited her
employment opportunities, making application to the courts imperative.
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Block Three Market Street to Park Street

MARKETST = MARKETST
- PUB 281240 PUB
DRAPER 283 242 Catherine Wilcox owns
1285 244  Catherine Wilcox owns
287 246 Mafi; Ann Bray owns
( 289 loff Mary Ann Bray owns
( 291 20ff Mary Ann vBrvay owns
Toff 248
PUB 293 250
1295 252
1off 254
© 20ff 256 PUB
3off 258
1297 260
1299 Toff
PUB 301 2off Jane Higgins
e il
Louise Dutruc French teacher 303 4off
| I © 1off Soff
20ff 262
3off 264 Augusta Bynon milliner

4off 266 )
Soff §1of_f

- PUB 305 2off
307 3off
309 268 )

311 270

313274 )DRAPER (Brandon)
1315 276 )DRAPER (Brandon)
1317 1off
_ 1319 20ff -
 Mrs Foster/ Cora Ann Weekes 321 3off )UPHOLSTERER (Sly)
School of the Arts (
~ Mrs Foster/ Cora Ann Weekes 323 4off )UPHOLSTERER (Sly)
ﬁ School of the Arts (
. Mrs Foster/ Cora Ann Weekes 325? 278
School of the Arts ( f

~ Mrs Foster/ Cora Ann Weekes 327 280 Mary Ann Capp owns
School of the Arts (

1329 282
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(unoccupied) 331 284
333 1off Charlotte Place Charlotte Ellard owns
PASSAGE 20ff Charlotte Place Charlotte Ellard owns

(337 3off Charlotte Place Charlotte Ellard owns/ Margaret
Tunk laundress

( 339 4off Charlotte Place Charlotte Ellard owns
Ann Ritchie owns 341 3off Charlotte Place Charlotte Ellard owns
Ann Ritchie owns 343 60off Charlotte Place Charlotte Ellard owns
Ann Ritchie owns ( 345 7off Charlotte Place Charlotte Ellard owns
Ann Ritchie owns ( 347 286 Jane Lees and Ann Cotton straw bonnefmakérs "
288
290 )
292 )
294
PARK ST PARK ST

There is less of a female presence in the next block. Nine properties are
owned by women, including Ann Ritchie.5? Widowed in 1849, she also manages
property in the Hunter region. She will die in Pitt Street in 1863, remembered as
‘an old and respected colonist,” leaving a large estate of £6000.52 ‘Charlotte Place’
is owned by Alexander Dick’s widow, Charlotte Ellard, who owns four mare
properties in another block, inherited from her latest husband. The daughter of a
convict, Charlotte Hutchinson married jeweller, Alexander Dick, continuing his
business for three years after his death in 1843 before marrying her neighbour,
music seller and composer, Francis Ellard. Since his death in 1834, she
successfully manages her properties and will leave an estate of £2000 in 1875.53
One of her tenants, laundress, Margaret Tunk, is still recovering from her recent
brawl with a neighbouring laundress over the use of the communal washing
line.>*

You walk past Jane Higgins, who lives next to Augusta Bynon, who, like
many Sydney women, relies on her own skills to survive because she has had
bad luck in the colony. A milliner in some of the ‘first London establishments,’
before emigrating, she married Walter Fayers in 1850 and opened a drapery store
in George Street. Her first bad luck was when Walter Fayers died of consumption
in 1853. His estate of £1700 was partially tied up although his wife was given
access to much of it while she carried on the business.55 She married William
Bynon in 1855 and he took over the advertisements. He went to England in
January 1857 and auctioneers sold off the “the entire stock in trade of Mrs Bynon'
in April. Bynon’s bad luck continued with William’s drowning in the wreck of
the Dunbar off Sydney Heads in August 1857. Unlike Fayers, he died intestate,
leaving only £200. Bynon and her three young children moved to Pitt Street,
where she continues her business. In 1859 Bynon will finally have some good
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luck and her days as a milliner will be over when she marries her third husband,
John Walker, a watch manufacturer, In about 1862 they will return to London,
where Walker will join his father’s established business in Regent Street. By 1881,
Augusta Walker will finally have prospered, living in Kensington with her
family and two servants.>

You continue past Brandon’s millinery warehouse and Joseph Sly’s
upholstery business, where several needlewomen are employed,% towards ‘Lees
and Cotton’, straw bonnetmakers. Like Doak and Kerr, Jane Lees and Ann
Cotton are sisters, who emigrated in 1853 with family members from
Staffordshire. Although designated ‘domestic servants” on the passenger list,
they had had their own straw-hat business in England. Lees will die in 1862 but
Cotton will continue in partnership with her brother-in-law until his marriage in
1866 to Eliza Dickie, a rival dressmaker.58 Cotton’s business will survive his
defection and she will still be in business ten years later, before getting married
in her sixties and continuing to advertise as Mrs Hamilton.>?

On the other side of the street, Edward Curtiss’ paperhanging business shares
space with Louise Dutruc and her husband Pierre, both French teachers, who
taught in Glasgow for twelve years before emigrating. Eminently respectable,
Pierre Dutruc will be a Randwick city councillor, while his wife will run schools
for twenty years and have a street named after her.®

You would not think to find many women at the School of the Arts, except
accompanying their husbands to the occasional lecture. Much to your surprise
you see the next lecture is to be given by Mrs Foster about establishing a home
for respectable female emigrants. At the end of 1858, the soon-to-be-notorious
Cora Ann Weekes will make her debut.6! Weekes has been flitting her way
around the United States and is about to arrive in the Australian colonies.
‘Interesting, lovely and intellectual,” she establishes quasi-feminist newspapers,
collects subscriptions, and prints a few issues before disappearing into the night
with her husband. They will be last heard of en route to Calcutta under false
names on the ‘very superior and fast sailing” Glen Isla in 1859.62

Block Four: Park Street to Bathurst Street

PARKST = PARKST
PUB 349 296 Rosetta Terry owns/ Hannah Wiley basket store |
]ane Jolly/ Margaret Watson butchers 351 298 Rosetta Terry owns PUB
1off 300 Rosetta Terry owns/ Mary Ann Stephens llbrary
353 302 v
355 304 (church)
357 306 Elizabeth Ayton teacher
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359308
1361 310 Mary Ann Bray owns
363 312 Mary Ann Bray owns/ Margaret Donoghue
boarding house
MAYS BUILDINGS (12 houses) 314
365 loff
Rose Davis fruit sl'ru‘)pf 367 2off

Elizabeth Jeffries fruit shop 369 3off
dressmaker

371 316
373 318
5377 322 Maria Robertson lace cleaner
Mrs Sewell 379 324 Seddon sisters dressmaker teacher
S
206328
Elizabeth Wright lace cleaner 3off ;
Lot
Soff
Margaret Hattersley lace cleaner 381
383
385
Mary Donohue milliner 387
(Sarah Doran)/ Jane Steer/ Sarah; 389
Joseph PUB:
BATHURST ST BATHURST ST

On the corner of Park Street, photographer William Blackwood is taking a
picture of one of another two buildings owned by Rosetta Terry. This is Wiley
and Son’s wholesale basket warehouse.® Posing alongside the proprietorial
David Wiley is not his son, however, but his wife, Hannah, who, like many other
wives, works in the family business.64

Others run their own concerns alongside their husband’s businesses.
Margaret Donohue, wife of a butcher, James, has offered board and residence for
gentlemen since at least 1853. Widowed in 1863 with several young children, she
will demonstrate the transnational mobility of so many immigrants, marrying
again in Honolulu in 1871. Mary Ann Stephens and husband, William, use
poetry to advertise their separate enterprises:

If you should a bedstead need
Or a pleasant book to read
We can either want supply

If to us you will apply...65
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The books are supplied by Mrs Stephen'’s circulating library and the
bedsteads are made in her husband’s iron-bed manufactory.5 Another
independent operator is Elizabeth Ayton, Congregational schoolteacher, whose
husband, William, is a house painter. Like the Tutings, an example of rolling
family migration, the Aytons followed their married son to Sydney.” Ayton is
the wife and mother of men with a flourishing trade, a family business that will
continue for many years. Nevertheless, she will run the Congregational School
until 1859 before operating her own school, until at least 1870.68 As well as wives,
daughters are also establishing businesses. Cabinet-maker Richard Seddon has
several unmarried daughters, at least one of whom has been a dressmaker since
1851. Another will become a public-school teacher. Their self-sufficiency is
fortunate for their father will end up in debtors’ prison in 1868, apparently as a
result of his wife’s drinking habits.®® Margaret Hattersley, the daughter of
another cabinet-maker, lives opposite Maria Robertson, whose lace-cleaning
business she will eventually take over, after it has been run by another
neighbour, Elizabeth Wright, the wife of a painter and paperhanger on the corner
of Bathurst Street. Robertson herself was once forewoman of “Her Majesty’s Lace
Cleaners’ in London and has been in business in Sydney since 1850. Her
reputation is paramount. You remember the kerfuffle in 1850 when she was
forced to move away from Pitt Street temporarily; another business, ‘tempted by
her high reputation’, had used her name in Pitt Street, causing ‘great
dissatisfaction”.”0

On the other side of Pitt Street you pass the house of fruiterer, Mrs Rose
Davis, and nod to Elizabeth Wright.” Elizabeth Jeffries used to live next-door
running a fruit shop and offering dressmaking services, but she has moved in the
last few months. Further down, Mrs Mary Donohue, milliner, dressmaker and
feather dyer, will be in business for the next two decades, moving from Pitt to
Castlereagh to William Street, where she will remain until her death in 1888.72
Butcher, Jane Jolly, in business alone since her husband died in 1854, leaving her
with six children under eleven, is about to pass her shop to another butcher
widow, Margaret Watson, who has been in business in Castlereagh Street.”
Finally, on the corner is the Edinburgh Castle hotel, once run by Sarah Doran and
now by Phillip Steer. By March 1859, he will be dead and his widow, Jane, will
take over the licence, passing it to Sarah Joseph in 1862.74

Block Five Bathurst Street to Liverpool Street

BATHURSTST  BATHURST ST
Lucy Hyndes owns/ Martha Samson PUB 391 330 )
B " Lucy Hyndes owns 393 332 )
”“Lucy Hyndes owns/ Miss Brown governess loff 334
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'Lucy Hyndes owns/ Mary Ann Stone milliner 395 336
Lucy Hyndes owns/ Susan Paul/ Rosa Scholey 397 338
| Lucy Hyndes owns( 399 340
Lucy Hyndes owns( 401 342 )
Lucy Hyndes owns( 403 344 )+ 6 off
Lucy Hyndes owns( 405 346 (unoccupied)
O I MOTST 8
407 350 ‘Maryann Chapman owns

409 352 ‘Maryann Chapman owns/ Maryann |
~ Chapman

411 354
" PUB 413 356 Bridget Hickey
415 1off -
417 20ff_Amelia Dubbs
419 3off.
PUB 421 40ff
423 358 Mrs Elliot owns
425 360 Lucy Hillier
1off 362
20ff 364
Mrs Goldsmith dressmaker 3off 366
7 '368 E—
429 370 (unoccupied)

Mrs George Scotton/ Mary Gormon fruit shop/ 431 372 (unoccupled)
5 greengrocers :

433 »374 i(unoccupled)

loff 376 (unoccupied)
Catherine Richardson 20off 378 -
3off 1off Sarah Wakely tripe shop
4off 20ff
Soff 380 Mary Bowers
6off 382 Mrs Simmonds
7off 384 Mrs McCann dressmaker
Mrs George Atkins monthly nurse 435 386 )Mary Cannon owns/ Mary Cannon
Mrs Ross boarding house 437 1off )Mary Cannon owns/ Mary Cannon
» (unoccupled) 439 388
Mrs Stewart boardmg house/ Isabella Dodwell 441 loff

(443 390

( 445 392 Jane Coates owns

( 447 394 Jane Coates owns

(449 396 Jane Coates owns PUB
LIVERPOOL ST . LIVERPOOL ST
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You have reached the top of the rise and you cross over Bathurst Street and
head down the hill. Fourteen of the seventy properties in this block are owned by
five different landladies, including Lucy Hyndes, who owns all eight properties
down to Wilmot Street, inherited from her much older husband when he died in
1855 aged 77.7> One of her properties is the Cottage of Content pub, the licence of
which Martha Samson transferred to Joseph Woods in late 1856.76 Samson
moved to Upper Fort Street, where she is running a boarding house to support
herself and her children.”” Hyndes’ tenants also include Susan Paul, who could
be the Deptford schoolmistress, who emigrated at the age of 52 with six children,
aged from 3 to 19 in 1852, or possibly the housemaid from Devon, Susan Paul,
who emigrated in 1855 aged 22.78

Tenants in this part of Pitt Street change over fairly quickly and many, like
Paul, are impossible to identify, appearing briefly in one directory or newspaper
advertisement.

Miss Brown, Mrs Simmonds, Mrs McCann, Mrs Stewart, as well as Bridget
Hickey, have all disappeared from Pitt Street, while Mary Bowers, Amelia
Dubbs, Catherine RIchardson and Mesdames Scholey, Ross, Lewis, Scotton and
Goldsmith appear and disappear equally as quickly during the year. These
dressmakers, greengrocers and boarding-house keepers do not necessarily
advertise city-wide, perhaps relying on local business, making them impossible
to trace. On the other hand, you do know that Lucy Hillier died recently and that
Sarah Wakely still has a tripe shop in the Markets.” Fireman George Atkins and
his wife, a monthly nurse, will move to Bent Street, Mrs Atkins continuing her
profession for at least another decade.®0 Less fortunate is Isabella MacTaggart,
now a respected teacher at the National School. By 1865 she will be in Macquarie
Street, blaming her lodgers’ unexpected departure for her insolvency, her
downward spiral indicative of the precariousness of economic survival.8! More
permanent and prosperous residents are George Stone, saddler, and his wife,
Mary, a milliner and dressmaker. Born in Jamaica, Mary Stone has been in
Sydney since 1849. They will be eminently respectable residents of Pitt Street
until the 1870s. When she dies in 1881, Mary Ann Stone will be treasurer of the
‘No 27 Division, Daughters of Temperance, Advance Rose of Australia’.8?

As well as being full of short-term residents, this block houses small, one-
person businesses. There is not the same crowd of milliners and saleswomen as
further back. Nevertheless, you suspect there are several barmaids working in
the five hotels in the block.83
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Block Six: Liverpool Street to Goulburn Street

LIVERPOOL ST LIVERPOOL ST
(unoccupied) 451 398 Mary Dick owns
453 1off
455 2off
Charlotte Ellard owns 457 3off
Charlotte Ellard owns 459 4off
Charlotte Ellard owns 461 5off Mary Dick owns/ Mary Dick
Charlotte Ellard owns 463 6off
465 400
1402 (uhocéﬁpiéd) |
off

Henrietta Chandler school/ M A 467. 404 (Mrs Smith milliner)
Reynolds

Sarah Jones school 469 406 (Sarah Mitchell midwife)
471 1loff
73 ’20ff‘ S,
475 3off
477 doff
PUB 479 5off
408 Ann Sewell

410 Theresa Burridge fruit shop/ Rachel Moss
general dealer

412 Jane Barber owns

414 (unoccupied)
416
418
420
422)
424)
~ GOULBURNST = GOULBURN ST

You wave to Mary Dick, who owns her own house and the coach-house next
door. Eighty-eight year-old Ann Sewell is at no. 408. 8 Next door was Theresa
Burridge’s fruit shop but it is now occupied by Rachel Moss, a general dealer,
who has moved from York St. Having had a confectioner’s licence in her own
name, Burridge will shortly marry another Pitt Street resident, Isaac Norris,
assuming control of his well-established ginger beer manufactory after his
sudden death in 1864. A force to be reckoned with, she will run the business for
another decade.8> Near by, M. A. (Mary Ann?) Reynolds lives in a house
formerly occupied by Henrietta Chandler, whose removal of her ladies school to
Goulburn Street has not been successful, leading to her insolvency.# In contrast,
Sarah Jones” school next door is thriving and will still be operating in ten years’
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time.8” You reach James Stewart’s Australian Hotel on the corner of Goulburn
Street, wondering if they have filled the barmaid’s position recently advertised.®

The end of the road: Goulburn Street through to George Street

~ GOULBURNST ~ GOULBURNST
Frances Cowell PUB, 481 432
o 489 434 Elizabeth Turner
Mary Stone_ ow_ns§ 491 436

493 438
495 440
497 442 Mrs TM Edwards upholstress
T i wrds upho
499 446
Mrs Cook boarding house 501 448 Sarah Mitchell/ Mrs Whltby midwives
| 456
CAMPBELL ST,  CAMPBELLST
HAY ST ~ HAYST
482
509 484
 CARTERST
; . Mrs B.ake'r métfoh
GEORGE ST  GEORGEST

The Sportsman is run by Timothy Cowell. He took over the licence from his
father-in-law, Thomas Kelsey, three years ago. By 1860 he will be insolvent. His
wife, Frances, ‘compelled to leave his house by ill treatment,” will sue him for
maintenance and take over the hotel.8? She will be a successful publican for two
decades, leaving an estate of over £500 when she dies in 1886.% You walk past
Mrs Cook’s boarding house and Elizabeth Turner’s home.? Mrs T. M. Edwards
at no. 442 has been an upholsterer for at least the last five years but will
disappear after 1859.92 Three doors down, Sarah Mitchell and Mrs Whitby
advertise their services as midwives and monthly nurses.” Already a midwife in
Portland, Mitchell’s move to Sydney has been one of geography rather than
career. She also takes in lodgers. Perhaps some of Mitchell and Whitby’s
midwifery business is at the Refuge for Destitute Females in the next block,
under the watchful eye of matron, Mrs Baker. Passing this institution you have
reached the intersection with George Street and the end of your walk.

Reflecting on your journey, you can see that, in spite of the sparse female
presence in the trade directories, in reality the street is alive with busy women, as
property owners, independent tenants, employees and small businesswomen.
They are predominantly in the needlework and retail trades, especially those
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involving food and drink, although there are some teachers and others who
manage their own properties. Their businesses are small, like those of many of
their male counterparts. You have passed just over 400 properties and have
counted 107 individual women, in addition to the nameless employees, Eighty of
the properties, just under 20 per cent, are owned by women, 78 properties are
occupied by women, and 15 of these have two female names associated with
them. At least 40 of the other properties in the street employ women as barmaids
or needlewomen, sales assistants or actresses.?

The biographical sketches of some of these women show just how varied
were their experiences. They are also representative of the wider Sydney
population. There are those who have transported existing family businesses and
husband-and-wife partnerships from Britain, women like milliners, Doak and
Kerr, the language-teaching Dutrucs and lace-cleaning Robertsons. There are
widows who have taken over their husband’s businesses, for varying lengths of
time and with varying degrees of success; Mrs Ellard, jeweller and property
owner, and publican Harriet Rubsamen. There are very many women hidden
behind their husband’s names: Mary Ann Robson, Eliza Hudson, Hannah Wiley
and Emily Way, all of whom are obvious to their contemporaries but whose
contribution to the business will be lost over time. There are the women whose
working lives extend beyond and between second and third marriages, such as
Augusta Baldwin/Fayers/Bynon/Walker. There are the eminently respectable,
such as Louise Dutruc and Mary Ann Stone, temperance committee member, as
well as the unfortunate, such as Isabella MacTaggart and Henrietta Chandler,
whose income as widows is precarious, and survivors, like Frances Cowell,
whose husbands are less than satisfactory in so very many ways. There are the
colourful characters, skirting the edges of respectable society, such as actress Mrs
Guerin and dressmaker ‘Madame’ de Lolle, along with the downright dishonest,
like Cora Ann Weekes, con woman, and the utterly unrespectable, such as
Caroline Pope, brothel keeper. And then there are the eternally elusive women:
Mary Webb, whose business lasted at least twelve years and perhaps longer, but
the details of whose life are a mystery, along with the scores of other women
who remain just names on the pages of a directory, appearing briefly, like
Amelia Dubbs, or for years, like Mrs Sarah Jones, schoolteacher, but equally
invisible.

Thus, although the official listings in the directories and rates assessment
books show a mere handful of women’s names, closer inspection reveals far
more. And if so many women can be hidden in Pitt Street in plain view in 1858,
just imagine how many more are boldly strolling the rest of Sydney’s
thoroughfares, with property to rent, services to offer and goods to sell.
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with three young children. SMH,13 January 1833, 27 July 1835, 25 August 1857, “Nswbdm Online
Indexes’, — — —, Cox and Co.'s Sydney Post Office Directory, 1857. She married George H Hocek or
George Heady, according to the Sydney Morning Herald and Births, Deaths and Marriages Records
respectively. SMH, 25 August 1857. “Nswbdm Online Indexes’.

21 SMH, 29 December 1855, Mr de Lolle French professor - Ibid., 4 January 1856, 25 July 1857, 6
March 1838, 19 April 1859. — — —, Cox and Co."s Sydney Post Office Directory, 1857. John Sands
(Firm), Sands' Sydney Directory. 1858-9. SMH, 23 December 1857. Unlike some others in her
profession, Madame de Lolle is known for demanding a premium from parents of new
apprentices, but by 1863 it will be only Monsieur de Lolle listed in the directory. Ibid., 5 June
1857, — — —, Sands' Sydney Directory. 1863. Perhaps she continues in business under another
name. Emile de Lolle regularly advertises his French lessons until in 1872 he is sentenced to two
years imprisonment for forging a cheque. SMH, 17 June 1872.

2 Ann Bradly advertised baby linen at Brunswick House at 273 Pitt Street in 1853. Frederick
Bradly became insolvent in 1834, and again in 1858 after he became a commission agent, and by
the 1860s was at the City Wine vaults, where Ann Bradly died in 1863. Ibid., 31 August 1853, 9
April 1863, ‘Insolvency Index Compiled from Nrs 13656 Supreme Court Insolvency Index 1842-
87, State Records of New South Wales, www.records.nsw.gov.au/state-archives/indexes-
online/bankruptcy-insolvency-records/index-to-insolvency-records. John Stitt is listed in the
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Suburbs, 1855: Containing a Complete and Alphabetical List of Names of Streets, Householders, Trades,
Professions, Government and Public Boards, Institutions, &C, &C.: With Postal Arrangements, Carefully
Compiled (Sydney: Waugh and Cox, 1835). SMH, 6 June 1857, 31 March 1864. Finally, William
Drynan has a drapery warehouse in this block. His sisters advertised their own millinery
business in Hunter Street in the early 1850s. Misses E and M Drynan advertise their new
millinery business in Hunter Street in 1850 and remain there until 1854. Ibid., 18 March 1850, 2
September 1854. Ford's Sydney Commercial Directory for the Year (Sydney: Printed and published
by W. & F. Ford, 1851). Eliza, Margaret and Mary Dryman arrive with Mrs Dryman and a son
and daughter from Melbourne on the Glenbervie in February 1850. This is probably William
Drynan’s mother and siblings. State Records Authority of New South Wales, ‘Mariners and Ships
in Australian Waters’, http://mariners.records.nsw.gov.au/.

2 SMH, 5 March 1859.

# Moves to George St then to King St and back to George St by 1861. Ibid., 5 March 1859, 22
December 1860, John Sands (Firm), Sands' Sydney Directory,1861.

% She is referred to variously, and somewhat confusingly, as Jane, Annie and Victorine Laroche
in newspaper reports and directories. It is possible that ‘Madame La Roche’ is the estranged wife
of William Roche and began life as Jane Boyle, daughter of Sydney builder, John, and
apprenticed to Mrs Canavan, milliner and dressmaker. Ibid., SMH, 29 March 1851, 1 March 1858,
18 November 1859, 17 August 1865.

% Mary Piper first appears advertising in Hunter Street in July 1856, announcing her arrival and
requesting customers call on her soon before she moves to other colonies. Ibid. 29 July 1856. In
fact she remains in Sydney for several years, moving to Pitt, George, King and Macquarie Streets
and finally to Enmore Terrace in King Street. She expands her business to include the making of
surgical bandages by 1864, Ibid. 8 April 1857, 8 December 1857, 4 March 1858, 13 July 1858, 19
March 1859, 4 February 1860, 9 January 1864. She is listed variously as Mary Piper and Mrs F.
Piper in the directories and advertisements. Cox and Co., Cox and Co.'s Sydney Post Office
Directory, 1857; John Sands (Firm), Sands' Sydney Directory. 1858-9, 1861, 1863. She has been
impossible to trace before 1856 and the last mention of her in the newspapers is in 1867 when Dr
Jones of College Street is requesting that Mrs F. Piper, Surgical Bandage Maker, should send him
her address. SMH, 1 February 1867.
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27 The business was even labelled as George Hudson's in Cox’s 1857 Directory, more than two
years after his death. The business partnership between another Sydney musician, John Gibbs,
and Eliza Hudson was dissolved in 1851. Cox and Co., Cox and Co.'s Sydney Post Office Directory,
1857; SMH, 11 April 1851.

3 Sysan Achison married John Glue in 1854. They had five children (one every two years) before
her death in 1866. In 1862 the family moved to Concord on account of Susan’s health. After her
death in 1866, John Glue will employ Mary Bourne to oversee the boarding house, marrying her
within a few weeks. ‘'Nswbdm Online Indexes’, SMH, 7 June 1854, 8 April 1859, 27 August 1862,
12 July 1866, ‘Nswbdm Online Indexes’.

» The business has been in existence since 1848 when James Pawsey married the newly widowed
Marianne Watson. SMH, 9 May 1843, 30 January 1855, 4 September 1858, 25 May 1872.

3 She is assisting her husband, Benjamin, the licensee, whilst caring for her three small
daughters and heavily pregnant with her son. Ibid., 19 March 1858.

31 She moved recently from a hotel in Castlereagh Street after her husband’s death. When she
remarries in 1859 the licence will transfer to her new husband, William Camb, but it is unlikely
that she will no longer take an active part in the hotel, as hotels predominantly involved the
labour of both husband and wife. For more on pubs see Diane Kirkby, Barmaids: A History of
Women's Work in Pubs (Cambridge; Melbourne: Cambridge University Press, 1997). Wright,
‘Beyond the Ladies Lounge: Australia's Female Publicans’. Diane Kirkby, Tanya Luckins, and
Chris McConville, The Australian Pub (Sydney: University of New South Wales Press, 2010).
Harriet Mary Brown married a baker, John Rubsamen, in 1850. In 1855 John Rubsamen changed
businesses and obtained the licence of the Settler’s Arms in Castlereagh St. He died in October
1857 and his widow, having lost her youngest child in January 1858, transferred this licence to
another publican and instead took up the licence of the Glebe Tavern in Pitt St. By the end of 1858
she was at the Elephant and Castle on the corner of King and Pitt Streets. William Camb remains
the licensee of the Elephant and Castle until 1867, moving to a new hotel in Castlereagh Street by
1870. They have a son (who dies young) and a daughter. William dies in 1880 and Harriet in
1888. ‘Nswbdm Online Indexes’. SMH, 10 April 1850, 5 September 1855, 6 October 1857, 13
March 1858, 16 November 1858, 14 December 1858. John Sands (Firm), Sands' Sydney Directory,
1858,1861,1863,1865,1867,1870.

32 Although listed as Charles White’s business in the directories, Mrs White advertises for female
shop assistants. Cox and Co., Cox and Co.'s Sydney Post Office Directory, 1857. John Sands (Firm),
Sands' Sydney Directory. 1858-9. SMH, 16 April 1857 & 13 January 1858.

3 Ghe ran the business in spite of being assaulted by her Chinese servant in October 1857. Ibid.,
16 October 1857. Robert Horne may not have been a good choice as he will become insolvent in
1861 and again in 1882, the latter after his wife’s death in 1881. “‘Robert Horne Sydney Restaurant
Keeper’, in Supreme Court Insolvency Files (Sydney: State Records of New South Wales, 27 May
1861), ‘Robert Horne 234 Pitt Street Sydney Restaurant Keeper’, in Supreme Court Insolvency Files
(Sydney: State Records of New South Wales, 29 May 1882). ‘Nswbdm Online Indexes’. Joseph
Fowles, Sydney in 1848: lllustrated by Copper-Plate Engravings of Its Principal Streets, Public
Buildings, Churches, Chapels, Etc (Sydney: J. Fowles, 1848), 93. SMH, 18 January 1881.

3 Ibid., 24 July 1856. Nearby, barmaid Ellen Farrell, also appeared in court with her employer in
1857, charged by Margaret and husband James, with stealing. Margaret Henshaw, widow of
Thomas Henshaw of Hobart, married James Milton Foans, an American actor, female
impersonator and singer, in 1853 in Sydney. They ran the Shakespeare Tavern for a short time
(1856-7) before Foans returned to the stage, having gone insolvent in 1857, his profession listed as
‘gentleman’. Margaret Foans reappears in the newspapers briefly in 1859, after a man called
William Wilkinson threatened to cut her throat, and then again upon her death in Young in 1870
aged 42’Nswbdm Online Indexes’, SMH, 10 March 1856, 10 July 1857, 29 May 1858, 20 September
1859. Sacramento Transcript, (Sacramento, California: 1851),8 February 1851. Argus, (Melbourne, 23
January 1854).
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35 Julia Stevens is the wife of a sailor, also living somewhere in Pitt Street and had been either
innocently fetching her daughter from the street or verbally attacking Pope, calling her a street.
walking faggot’, when Pope assaulted her with a decanter and possibly also bit her. SMH, 21 June
1858.

% Caroline Pope will attempt suicide in August 1859 and Richard Cochrane will be imprisoned
for three months for beating his wife in October of the same year. By 1861 the couple will have
separated, each declaring themselves not responsible for the other’s debts. Ibid., 3 March 1859, 30
August 1859, 24 October 1859, 29 May 1861, 30 May 1861, 1 July 1861. For Cochrane’s colourful
activities see police reports for example, Ibid. 26 July 1867, 26 November 1867.

37 There were numerous actresses and singers who travelled around the colonies spending
seasons at different theatres - for example there was great excitement in 1856 when Anna Bishop
performed. Ibid., 3 May 1856, 14 August 1857. More minor actresses remained associated with
particular theatres for longer periods.

38 She first appeared on stage as part of the company of theatrical entrepreneur, Mrs Anna
Clarke, in Hobart in 1842, calling herself Mrs Stirling. Marriages to men called Macintosh and
Digges have also been discovered, with bigamous implications. She arrived in Sydney in July
1845, with a daughter, who died in the 1840s. She married her fellow actor, James Guerin in 1846,
using the surname Macintosh, had three children and then after Guerin’s death in 1856, married
Richard Stewart in 1857. The register recorded his name as Gzech, and when their daughter is
born in 1859 her surname will be recorded as Towsey. In spite of her last marriage, Theodosia
will continue to use the name Guerin on stage well into the 1870s. Guerin’s complicated life story
is being investigated by Desley Deacon.

3 Ibid., 15 July 1845, 7 January 1854, 30 January 1860, 4 June 1879, 20 July 1904. ‘Nswbdm Online
Indexes’.

40 This is indicated by the number of advertisements for shopwomen and apprentices, milliners,
dressmakers, improvers and first hands. For example” milliners, cap milliners and saleswomen at
Brandons. SMH, 29 May 1857, 31 July 1857, 24 March 1858; milliners at Parry and Halberts, Ibid.,
17 April 1857, 4 August 1857, at Farmers, Williams and Giles Ibid.23 July 1857, at Robinson and
Morey Ibid. 7 December 1857; at S. Clark, Ibid., 12 December 1857, 24 March 1858.

41 Mary Ann Rossiter married WIilliam Robson in 1854. Miss Rossiter was in the 1847 directory
with a millinery business in Jamison St and advertised a millinery and dressmaking business in
Pitt Street in 1849. Francis Low, Low's Directory of the City and District of Sydney for Mdccexlvii
(Sydney: Printed by Alonzo Grocott ... for the compiler, 1847). SMH, 12 May 1849. This was
probably Mary Ann or possibly her sister, Elizabeth, both of whom arrived in 1840 on the Lord
Weston, Mary Ann listed as a lady’s maid and Elizabeth as a needlewoman. "Familysearch,"
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints, www .familysearch.org. When William Robson
opened his millinery warehouse at 256 Pitt Street in 1853, he advertised that he was ‘late in the
employ of Messrs. Joseph Thompson and Son’ and that all orders for the dressmaking, &c. will
be conducted as formerly by Mrs Robson, late Miss Rossiter’. SMH, 12 February 1853.

42 New Directory of the City of Londonderry and Coleraine, Including Strabane with Lifford,
Newtownlimavady, Portstewart and Portrush (Derry: F.R. and G. Kinder, 1839), 22-3, 32-3.

4 Margaret Doak was the mother of five children. Miss Rebeccah Kerr arrived aged 24 on the
Crescent in 1840 with her sisters, Elizabeth (20, died 1841?) and Mary (19, married a Mr Pearce
18497), brother John (18, carpenter) and father, Patrick (56, labourer). "Online Index to Assisted
Immigrants Arriving in Sydney, Newcastle, Moreton Bay and Port Phillip," State Records of New
South Wales, www.records.nsw.gov.au/ state-archives/indexes-online. Crescent, 1840 "Online'
Microfilm of Shipping Lists," State Records of New South Wales, www.records.nsw.gov.au/state-
archives/ guides-and-finding-aids/ nrs-lists/nrs-5316. Doak and Beattie, SMH, 29 December 1873;
Doak retired and Beattie selling off stock ,10 October 1882; Mrs Beattie advertise at Wynyard

Square address, where her mother and aunt die, until 1888 then moves to George St by 7
December 1889,
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# ‘Nswbdm Online Indexes’. Margaret Doak died aged 85, SMH, 15 December 1883. Rebecca
Kerr died, Ibid., 2 May 1884.

5 In 1852 there were two Misses Webb (Sarah and Mary), who were straw bonnet makers,
milliners and corset makers at 186 Oxford Street. Perhaps the Mesdames Webb who have
appeared in Sydney are these two sisters, reinventing themselves as widows. Mary Webb of
Webb and Co has been in business in Sydney.

46 Tbid. 4 February 1857. The several Mrs Webbs include Jane Webb, now in Riley Street, who has
survived insolvency in 1856 and by 1859 there will also be another Mrs Webb advertising as a
milliner in Denham Street. There is also Mrs Webb at 99 King Street, unusual because she does
not live on her business premises but in Pyrmont. One of these was perhaps the other Mrs Webb
of the original partnership.

7 Emily Boston emigrated from Essex in 1859 on the Annie Wilson with her parents William (a
schoolmaster) and Mary (a milliner), and several siblings, marrying Ebenezer Way in 1864 in
Bathurst and opening her shop shortly afterwards firstly for a brief time in George Street and
then in Pitt Street. "Online Index to Assisted Immigrants Arriving in Sydney, Newcastle, Moreton
Bay and Port Phillip.", ""Online' Microfilm of Shipping Lists’. William White, White's Directory of
Essex (1848). Post Office, Post Office Directory of Essex, Herts, Kent, Middlesex, Surrey and Sussex.,
3rd ed. (London: Kelly, 1855). “Nswbdm Online Indexes’. SMH, 21 October 1864, 25 September
1865, 3 November 1865. She is listed in the 1867 directory in her own name. John Sands (Firm),
Sands' Sydney Directory. 1867. Her husband is also involved in the business, which becomes
known as E Way and Co. and remains as a large department store in Pitt Street until the 1950s.
Ebenezer and Emily Way retire to England at the end of the nineteenth century and upon his
death Ebenezer leaves a large estate worth nearly 30,000 pounds. SMH, 10 August 1907. Emily
Way’s founding of the business was forgotten, although acknowledged in Beverley Kingston,
Basket, Bag and Trolley: A History of Shopping in Australia, Australian Retrospectives. (Melbourne:
Oxford University Press,1994). SMH, 9 January 1914, 4 March 1865, 8 November 1865, 19 July
1867.

8 Sydney Herald. (Sydney: 1831-1842). 21 August 1839. SMH, 14 September 1940. Thirty-two
years later the entry in the Australian Dictionary of Biography gave slightly more credit to Caroline
Farmer, writing that she ‘opened a dressmaking and millinery shop,” but implied that the
drapery shop subsequently run by her husband was a completely separate enterprise. G P Walsh,
‘Farmer, Sir William (1832-1908)’, in Australian Dictionary of Biography (Melbourne: Melbourne
University Press, 1972).

4 George Tuting, who had a drapery shop in Beverley in Yorkshire, arrived in Sydney in 1850,
with his second wife and five children under ten. His new wife is forty-seven-year-old Mary
Farmer, sister-in-law of Caroline Farmer. Her relationship to the Farmers was doubtless one
reason for the Tutings’ emigration. Mary Tuting advertises for milliners and superintends the
female staff, which includes saleswomen. SMH, 8 September 1852 dies 1868 & 3 July 1868.

% Ann Wakely’s mother, Mary Aiton is a publican. Ann Wakely’s sons from her first marriage
died young and her second marriage is childless, She dies in 1867. Wakely has not learned his
lesson and will face court again in 1860, when he will be lucky to be acquitted of raping Bridget
Kennedy, who, with her husband, James, works at the hotel in 1860. Ibid. 10 May 1851, 16 April
1853, ‘Nswbdm Online Indexes’. SMH, 23 August 1854, 8 December 1855, 4 August 1857, 10
February 1860, 11 February 1860, 15 April 1867, ‘Online Index to Publicans' Licenses’, State
Records of New South Wales.

51 Catherine Wilcox was the widow of Zachariah Thomas Wilcox, who died in 1850. He had been
in the 32nd Regiment and then a shoemaker, from 1834. They had at least eight daughters and
one son, three of whom died young. Catherine Wilcox died in 1870, leaving her estate of £100 to
be divided between just two of her daughters, causing the rest of the family to challenge her will
unsuccessfully in court. "Nswbdm Online Indexes." $H, 13 January 1834. SMH, 12 April 1851, 14
January 1854,13 May 1865, 14 June 1865, 11 August 1885, 6 October 1865.
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52 Tbid., 20 January 1865. When one of her horses was stolen in 1855 she advertised that she
would know the horse when she saw it, Ibid., 12 April 1855. She took great care to distribute her
money precisely as she wished in a very long and detailed will. “Ann Ritchie Probate Packet Date
of Death 1 January 1865, Granted on 30 January 1865" (Sydney: State Records of New South
Wales).

53 Ellard is the daughter of William Hutchinson, a convict, who managed to crawl his way up the
social and economic ladder, using what could politely be called “enterprising’ techniques. John
Wade, ‘Dick, Alexander (C. 1791-1843)’, Australian Dictionary of Biography Online Edition (2006).
Paul Edwin Le Roy, ‘Hutchinson, William (1772-1846)’, Australian Dictionary of Biography Online
Edition (2006). The Australian, (Sydney), 9 May 1834. Less canny in business than his new wife,
Ellard became insolvent soon afterwards and Charlotte Ellard found her own money under
threat from creditors. ‘Francis Ellard George St Music Seller’, in Supreme Court Insolvency Files
(Sydney: State Records of New South Wales, 18 November 1842). ‘Francis Ellard George St
Sydney Dealer in Music, in Supreme Court Insolvency Files (Sydney State Library of New South
Wales: State Records of New South Wales, 20 February 1847). SMH, 14 December 1846, 10 May
1849, 27 March 1857, 15 July 1875. ‘Charlotte Ellard Probate Packet Date of Death 14 July 1875,
Granted on 18 August 1875 (Sydney: State Library of New South Wales).

3 Tunk successfully sued her neighbour and was awarded ten shillings. SMH, 23 July 1858.

% Augusta was born in Middlesex, the daughter of artist, Ben Baldwin, who exhibited at the
Royal Academy in 1838 and 1842. The Exhibition of the Royal Academy (London: W. Clowes and
Son, Printers to the Royal Academy, 1838). The new Mrs Fayers took charge of the millinery
department, as well as giving birth to a son and daughter in quick succession. ‘Nswbdm Online
Indexes’. SMH, 16 July 1850, 21 September 1852, 6 December 1853. ‘Walter Kemp Fayers Probate
Packet Date of Death 4 December 1853 Granted on 18 January 1854’, (Sydney: State Records of
New South Wales ). Her daughter also died in 1853. “Nswbdm Online Indexes’, (Ada Fayes)
SMH, 2 July 1855, 18 March 1856, 1 April 1857, 25 August 1857, 4 November 1857.

> The couple will have 3 more daughters, born in New South Wales, France and England. In
1881 she is living with her husband and three of her daughters. She dies in 1907, aged 82. Ibid. 25
November 1862, ‘Nswbdm Online Indexes’. UK Census 1881 and other databases at
"Familysearch’, ‘Freebmd’, The Trustees of FreeBMD, wwiv.freebmd.rootswb.com.

5 SMH, 22 April 1853.

 Their business is nicely non-gender specific in the 1858-9 trade directory. They are listed as
‘Lees and Cotton'. John Sands (Firm), Sands' Sydney Directory. 1858. ‘Online Index to Assisted
Immigrants Arriving in Sydney, Newcastle, Moreton Bay and Port Phillip’, George Lees chemist
and druggist in High St in Tunstall, Staffordshire and Cotton and Lees straw bonnet makers 58
Rathbone St Tunstall, Staffordshire in William White, H istory, Gazetteer and Directory of
Staffordshire (Sheffield: Printed for William White by Robert Leader, Independent Office, 1851).
SMH, Jane Lees dies; 14 June 1862, Lees and Cotton partnership dissolved; 20 March 1866, Lees
marries Dickie; 7 April 1866, Dickie advertises first; 22 June 1861.

9 1bid. 4 April 1871, 8 August 1873 Ann Cotton marries George Hamilton in 1875, ‘Nswbdm
Online Indexes’. SMH, 5 February 1876, 9 December 1876.

% Pierre Dutruc also has a wine and spirit business in Sydney and is the author of a French
Grammar Book. In addition to their own private lessons, both the Dutrucs teach French at
various local private academies. Ibid. 5 April 1854, 6 June 1854, 21 February 1853, 19 January
1857, 28 March 1857, 15 January 1858, 9 March 1858, 27 January 1859. Pierre Dutruc is a city
councillor for Randwick between 1867 and 1871, and also acts briefly as the French Consul.
Dutruc Avenue in Randwick is named after him. Eulalie Avenue is named after his wife, Eulalie
being her second name. Ibid., 30 November 1853, “Councillors from 1859’, Randwick City
Council,

www.randwick.nsw.gov.au/ About_Randwick /Heritage/Randwick_150_years_of_local_govern
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ment. "Randwick Street Names a-F," Randwick City Council,

www.randwick.nsw.gov.au/ About_Randwick/Heritage/History_of_the_Randwick_area.

61 Caroline Dexter spoke there in 1855 and Madame Cramer gave a concert in July 1856, SMH, 28
February 1855, 2 July 1856, 22 March 1858, 31 December 1858.

62 Tbid. 22 January 1859. Bell's Life in Sydney and Sporting Reviewer (Sydney: 1845-60). 12 February
1859, The Maitland Mercury and Hunter River General Advertiser. (Newcastle: 1843-1870), 22
February 1859. Moreton Bay Courier (Brisbane: 1846-61), 2 March 1859. Patricia Clarke, Pen
Portraits : Women Writers and Journalists in Nineteenth Century Australia (Sydney: Allen & Unwin,
1988).

& William Blackwood, “Wiley & Son's [Basket Wholesale Warehouse, Park Street, Sydney/ by
William Blackwood]’, (Sydney: State Library of New South Wales, 1858).

¢4 She will go so far as to advertise it herself in 1862, SMH, 23 December 1862. They emigrated a
few years ago having had a business in Oxford Street in London and have several children
ranging in age from two to thirteen. David Wiley has flair, as you can see from his outfit in the
photograph, and his advertisements are usually in the form of rhyming verse. Unfortunately this
is not matched by his business ability and he will become insolvent three times in the 1860s. In
1860, 1863 and 1868 see ‘Insolvency Index Compiled from Nrs 13656 Supreme Court Insolvency
Index 1842-87’. Hannah Wiley is also active in the church and will contribute a decorated basket
for raffling in support of the organ fund at St Andrews Cathedral in 1865, SMH, 12 August 1865.
& Ibid., 23 July 1855.

66 Her library has only recently closed after seven years. Ibid., 17 November 1849, 23 September
1850, 14 November 1857 Ford's Sydney Commercial Directory for the Year.

67 They arrived with three nearly grown children and with three more children and are expecting
another son and his wife this year. Beejapore, Rose of Sharon, Forest Monarch passenger lists ‘Online
Index to Assisted Immigrants Arriving in Sydney, Newcastle, Moreton Bay and Port Phillip’.

68 Cox and Co., Cox and Co.'s Sydney Post Office Directory, 1857. John Sands (Firm), Sands' Sydney
Directory. SMH, 1 January 1857, 27 October 1860. Elizabeth Ayton does not warrant an
independent listing in the trade directories of 1861, 1863 or 1865 in spite of her school. She
reappears in 1867. — — —, Sands' Sydney Directory. 1861,1863,1865,1867. Elizabeth Ayton died
aged 65 in 1874. SMH, 12 May 1874, William Ayton died 1878, Ibid. 2 November 1878.

6 She will run up a bill at the grocery store of Ann Doodson. In spite of being a married woman
at a time when the law of coverture still applied, Doodson will then sue Richard Seddon, who is
by then ill and stone deaf. Seddon will die as an insolvent in 1884, leaving his unmarried,
schoolteacher daughter to take responsibility. (The law of coverture essentially meant that
women could not operate independently of their husbands. They were not supposed to sue or be
sued and could not go into debt.) Ford's Sydney Commercial Directory for the Year. Cox and Co., Cox
and Co.'s Sydney Post Office Directory, 1857. ‘Richard Seddon’, in Supreme Court Insolvency Files
(Sydney: State Records of New South Wales, 20 October 1868).

70 Her husband had a parallel business cleaning men’s clothes until his death. They commenced
business at 328 Pitt St, W.F. Robertson advertising in verse. They moved away, then back to 244
Pitt St, then were at 18 Harrington St, Church Hill, having moved from King St, also at 273
Castlereagh St. SMH, 25 April 1850, 6 July 1850, 13 September 1850, 14 October 1850, 31 August
1850, 18 March 1851, 19 February 1852, 15 April 1854.

71 She is preparing for her forthcoming marriage to John Cummings and move to Sussex Street,
Ibid., 5 October 1858.

72 Tbid., 29 June 1861, 31 January 1877. John Sands (Firm), Sands' Sydney Directory. 1863, 1865,
1867 1870. SMH, 8 August 1868, 16 January 1888.

7 Cox and Co., Cox and Co.'s Sydney Post Office Directory, 1857.

™ ‘Online Index to Publicans' Licenses’. Henry Doran, 1847, Sarah Doran, 1853,4; Jane Steer, 1860.
Sarah Doran died in 1855. ‘Nswbdm Online Indexes’, Sarah Joseph was probably the widow of
Nathan Joseph, who died in 1859 aged 44. He was the licensee of the Golden Fleece in Patricks
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Plains for much of the 1850s and he and his wife had been publicans and storekeepers in the are,
since the 1830s. "Online Index to Publicans' Licenses.", "Nswbdm Online Indexes.” Sarah Joseph
was a licensed publican until at least 1869 and died in 1892. SMH, 26 June 1869 & 11 April 1892,
75 “Thomas Hyndes Probate Packet Date of Death 8 February 1855 Granted on 21 March 1855’
(Sydney: State Records of New South Wales).

76 ‘Online Index to Publicans' Licenses’.

77 SMH, 13 june 1857.

78 ‘Online Index to Assisted Immigrants Arriving in Sydney, Newcastle, Moreton Bay and Port
Phillip.", Humboldt 1852 or Hungerford 1855 "'Online' Microfilm of Shipping Lists",

7 Hillier, death; ‘Nswbdm Online Indexes’. Wakely tripe shop; SMH, 29 December 1854. Bowers;
“William Bowers Probate Packet Date of Death, 2 April 1857, Granted on 12 June 1857, (Sydney:
State Records of New South Wales). Mary and Hugh Gorman took over Mrs Scotton’s
greengrocer’s shop. There seem to be two Hugh Gormans and several Mary Gormans in Sydney
at this time making it difficult to identify this couple. I suspect they are the Hugh Gorman who
was a convict arriving in 1837. He has appeared regularly before the courts and was in prison for
assault last year, leaving his wife with the shop to run as well as several young children. She is
now pregnant again. Empire, 9 October 1851, 23 October 1851, 21 May 1855. SMH, 11 March 1857,
‘Nswbdm Online Indexes’. I think Hugh and Mary Gorman exchange the shop for dairying in
1859, with Mary continuing after her husband’s death in 1866. Rosa Butler was born and married
in Jamaica before moving with her husband, Thomas Scholey, to England between their marriage
in 1835 and 1851. Thomas was a florist’s salesman in Islington in 1851. Rosa Scholey emigrated on
the Light of the Age in 1855 and ran variously a newsagency, servants’ registry office and boarding
house in the 1860s, 1870s and 1880s. She died in 1893. Thomas Scholey appears to have ended up
in the workhouse in Islington by 1861. Jamaica Church of England Parish Register Transcripts
1664-1880 Manchester Baptisms Marriages and Burials 1816-36, 13, 315; English Census 1851,
1861 at ‘Familysearch’, Ford’s Directory 1851; Sands’ Sydney Directory 1870; SMH, 27 April 1860, 5

March 1881, 29 May 1893.
8 John Sands (Firm), Sands' Sydney Directory. 1867.
81 SMH, 19 June 1858, 5 March 1859. — — —, Sands' Sydney Directory.1858-9. ‘Isabella Mactaggart,

Macquarie Street, Boarding House Keeper’, in Supreme Court Insolvency Files (Sydney: State
Records of New South Wales, 1865).

82 “Online Index to Assisted Immigrants Arriving in Sydney, Newcastle, Moreton Bay and Port
Phillip’. Kate, 1849 ‘Online' Microfilm of Shipping Lists’. SMH, 9 August 1880.

8 Cottage of Content, Curriers” Arms, Oven’s Hotel, The North Star.

% Sewell won the right to reside here by evicting her widowed daughter-in-law in a bitter court
battle the previous year. The younger Mrs Sewell had paid her rent for seven years by doing
washing for her mother and sister-in-law. Ibid. 11 August 1857.

% Theresa Cottrell arrived from County Cork on the Calcutta with her sister and married brother
in 1838. She apparently married convict Benjamin Burridge although no record has been found
and upon her second marriage she used the name Cottrell. Burridge died in 1852. Theresa
Burridge held a confectioner’s licence in 1857. She married the widowed Norris in 1860 and after
his death was quick to advertise her independence in business. She even fired her own sons in
1869. She was fined for using insulting language to Martha Veney in 1866. She was forced to
make a public apology after slandering Mr ] Cannon in 1863. The cordial business was sold off in
1874. Theresa Norris died in 1878. ‘Index to Bounty Immigrants Arriving in N.S.W., Australia,
1828-1842'. SMH, 20 June 1840, 17 December 1857, 25 February 1860, 23 March 1863, 22 April
1863, 24 July 1863, 9 November 1863, 14 March 1867, 16 November 1868, 2 February 1869, 17 June
1878. Empire, 24 November 1866, 6 April 1867. ‘Nswbdm Online Indexes’.

% Henrietta Eliza Stafford? Strafford married James Chandler in 1835. They had one son, also
called James George, born in either 1833 or 1838. Ibid. James Chandler advertised the removal of
his English Grammar School from Haymarket to Pitt Street in 1838. Sydney Monitor and
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Commercial Advertiser, 11 April 1838. He died in 1839 aged 43 leaving his 31-year-old widow with
a young son. Ibid. 5 April 1839. Mrs Chandler took over the school. Francis Low, The City of
Sydney Directory for Mdccexliv-V : Containing : Names, Places of Business & Residences of the Principal
Inhabitants ; the Several Government Offices; Public Institutions and Societies ; Lists of Vessels Entered at
the Port of Sydney ; Rules of Practice of the Courts of Requests ; by-Laws of the City Council; Table of Fees,
&C (Sydney: Printed by E. Alcock ... for the compiler, 1844). Her move to Goulburn Street in
December 1856 (Empire. 10 December 1856) precipitated her insolvency. ‘Henrietta Eliza
Chandler, Widow, Goulburn Street Sydney’, in Supreme Court Insolvency Files (Sydney: State
Records of New South Wales, 1857). She then moved her school to University Row, Yurong St,
SMH, 6 July 1857. She died in 1860 aged 52. Ibid. 12 September 1860.

87 John Sands (Firm), Sands' Sydney Directory. 1857-1870. Mrs Chandler moved to Pitt Street from
210 Liverpool 5t in 1855. SMH, 21 March 1855. She had been there in 1851 and before that at 129
Pitt Street. (1844, 1847) Low, The City of Sydney Directory for Mdcccxliv-V: Containing: Names, Places
of Business & Residences of the Principal Inhabitants; the Several Government Offices; Public Institutions
and Societies; Lists of Vessels Entered at the Port of Sydney; Rules of Practice of the Courts of Requests;
by-Laws of the City Council; Table of Fees, &C.— — —, Low's Directory of the City and District of Sydney
for Mdccexlvii. Ford's Sydney Commercial Directory for the Year. She moved from Goulburn to
Yurong Street in 1857 SMH, .6 July 1857 and died in 1860. She had continued the school after the
death of her husband, James Chandler, in 1839. SH, 1 April 1839. He had opened the school in
December 1836, after his marriage to Henrietta Stafford in 1834. Ibid. 15 December 1836.
‘Nswbdm Online Indexes’.

8 SMH, 2 January 1858.

8 Empire, 19 May 1860. He will fail to pay the 30 shillings a week maintenance awarded and be
imprisoned in October. Ibid. 6 October 1860, SMH, 6 October 1860. Timothy Cowell then
disappears from the records.

% ‘Online Index to Publicans' Licenses’. SMH, 14 February 1855, licence to Thomas Kelsey, 6
September 1860. This is either Frances’ father or brother. It is unclear. Licence of Fortune of War
George Street from Margaret Moore to Francis (sic.) Cowell; 25 January 1871, licence of Sydney
and Goulburn Hotel, Pitt Street from Frances Cowell to S Erdis; 28 January 1871, 28 January 1872.
‘Frances Cowell Probate Packet Date of Death 31 January 1886, Granted on 6 May 1886" (Sydney:
State Records of New South Wales).

9 Elizabeth Turner is the widow of John and mother of Joseph. 36-year-old blacksmith John
Turner and his wife, Elizabeth, a 34-year-old house servant emigrated from Lancashire on the
Elizabeth in 1844 with three children, including oldest son, Joseph, aged eight. ‘Online Index to
Assisted Immigrants Arriving in Sydney, Newcastle, Moreton Bay and Port Phillip’. ‘Online’
Microfilm of Shipping Lists’. Joseph will take over the business in 1859. John Sands (Firm), Sands'
Sydney Directory, 1858-9.

%2 She was in Sussex Street in 1855 and Bank Street in 1857. Cox and Co., Cox and Co.’s Sydney
Post Office Directory, 1857. Waugh and Cox's Directory of Sydney and Its Suburbs, 1855: Containing a
Complete and Alphabetical List of Names of Streets, Houscholders, Trades, Professions, Government and
Public Boards, Institutions, &C, &C: With Postal Arrangements, Carefully Compiled. She has been
impossible to trace after 1859, as has any mention of T M Edwards before 1855.

% SMH, 4 March 1854, 8 March 1858, 16 April 1858, 2 September 1858.

% Sarah Mitchell arrived in Sydney in 1853 as a forty-two year old assisted immigrant from
Portland in Dorset. Talavera, 1853 ‘Online' Microfilm of Shipping Lists”. UK census records for
1841 and 1851 at ‘Familysearch’. She was living on the other side of Pitt Street at No 406 until
recently (see previous block.) She will sue one unfortunate young woman in 1864. Annie Cox, a
dressmaker will fail to pay her two-year-old debt of £40 to Mitchell and end up in Darlinghurst
debtors’ gaol. “Ann Cox, Sempstress’, in Supreme Court Insolvency Files (Sydney: State Records of
New South Wales 1864).

% This figure have been calculated from the tables accompanying the text.
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